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Terminology

each individual’s experience but we hope they are broad enough to create a useful baseline 

 

TGNC: Trans and Gender Non-Conforming 
QTPOC: Queer Transgender People of Color
BIPOC: Black and Indigenous People of Color
LGBTQI*:

Trans: An umbrella term for people whose 
gender identity, expression, and/or behavior 
is different from those typically associated 
with their assigned sex at birth, including 
but not limited to transgender people, 
transsexuals, cross dressers, androgynous 
people, genderqueers, and gender non-

Sometimes Trans* is also used to include 
a wide range of identities and expressions 

Gender Non-Conforming (GNC): A term 
for individuals whose gender expression 
is different from the societal expectations 

Gender Non-Binary: A term for individuals 
whose gender identity is something other 

Cisgender/Cis: A term for people whose 
gender identity matches the sex that they 

Intersex: A general term used for a variety 
of conditions in which a person is born with 
reproductive or sexual anatomy that doesn’t 

Two-Spirit: A contemporary term that ref-
erences historical multiple-gender traditions 

First Nations people who are lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, intersex, or gender 

many Nations, being two-spirit carries both 
great respect and additional commitments 

Trans Justice: A movement that works to 
mobilize trans and allied communities into 
action around pressing issues like access to 
education, employment, health care and basic 
needs, incarceration, immigration, disabili-
ty rights, policy reform, racial and economic 
justice, art and culture, and coalition building 

level, it is based on the right to self-determine 
our gender and gender expression, free from 
all forms of violence and oppression, including 
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-
tial election but before the January 6th insurrection? Was it after the COVID vaccine was 
developed but before those early days of trying to roll it out? I honestly can’t remember; so 

another year later bracing ourselves for another mutation of the coronavirus, while still facing 

While writing this, I struggled with the best way to craft an informative yet hopeful message 
What I 

have to offer is the reminder that has kept me going this year and the driving force and 
reason why TJFP even exists: the work of every group that applied for funding from us 
and the outstanding and awe-inspiring work of all 308 of our 2021 grantees.  

Dear friends, family, and community

Trans Justice Funding Project Report 2021

Letter from the Executive Director
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Once again, what we heard from the groups 
through their applications was that they did 
everything they could this year, continuing to 
grind day and night to be present for thousands 

all of these groups, we say: There will never 
be enough words to adequately thank 
you. We needed you, each and every one 
of you. We are here today as a testament 
to the power of community love and care.

After the trauma marathon that was 2020, 
2021 brought an abundance of new 
challenges, not allowing most of us even 

continue for these grassroots groups, but 
the volume and pace increased, while still 
navigating the ever-changing day-to-day 
uncertainties of the pandemic, from the 
challenges of meeting in-person to how to 

Not all grassroots trans-led groups and 

made on our communities and they will be 

see their very existence as an important con-

And something incredible happened: some 
groups not only made it another year, but 

grow their staff, or expand their services 

incredibly blessed by another record-

we have the most awe-inspiring friends, 
family, donors, alumni, and cheerleaders! 

Early this winter, I had the honor of getting to sit 
down over Zoom with 2021 TJFP Community 
Grantmaking Fellow Dominique Morgan, to 

very busy 
woman and I was extremely happy to be 
talking with her from her home in Omaha, 

(yes, she’s the executive director of Black and 
Pink and more recently with the Okra Project), 
she’s also one of the most brilliant minds I’ve 
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After a 
thoughtful pause, Dominique shared that 
she was struck by how the majority of ap-
plicants who were seeking funding were 
still just trying to make sure trans and 
non-binary people have access to the most 
basic things humans need to live. Once 
again, we saw through the narratives that 
even as communities, regions, and approach-
es differ, at the core, our applicants are still 
just trying to better support their members, 
clients, and communities in having their most 

-

While we are celebrating beautiful growth 
and many noteworthy strides, we still have 
far to go! TJFP is here to cheer you on, 
encouraging you to keep going, rest and 
repeat! Every time you show up, however you 
can, for trans justice and liberation, you better 
believe it matters! 

Even if you don’t realize it, we’re moving 

What is different this year? 

Like most of us, TJFP had to reckon with the 
moment and tumble into the great, terrifying, 

was a time where TJFP witnessed hundreds 
and hundreds of groups demonstrating their 
innate ability to provide, problem-solve and 

to anything and everything, building structures 

where there was nothing, and making pennies 
stretch as far as gold, these groups have an 
unparalleled ability to adapt and change to 
meet the needs of their community members 

At TJFP, we took some of the lessons 
learned from navigating the real live Escape 

grantmaking coordination team, even as worn 
out as we were from 2020’s massive increase 
in fundraising and grantmaking, returned like 
all-stars, coming back in full force and ready 

Community Grantmaking Fellows showed us 
what trust and solidarity looks like, making 

The Fellows restored our own belief and trust 
in the power of a community-led process that 

That was the transformative experience we 
needed to reground in our mission and keep 

“Because as much as your 
shoulders have been 
able to the hard things, 
your shoulder are now 
prepared to hold the great 
things.”

— Dominique Morgan, 
2021 TJFP Community 
Grantmaking Fellow
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More exciting news: we had a ton of growth! 

•
how to comprehend that kind of growth, but I know my heart is spilling over with love and 

•

wait to learn from Nicole as well as nerd out with her on all things admin! Please join us in 

•
Wazi has already helped TJFP meet this moment and we’re blown away by the ways Wazi has 

•
A Dionne Stallworth, to lead us in the creation of a special anniversary project: a 10-year 
retrospective report! V and A Dionne have already been combing over every application 
since TJFP started in 2013, and will be interviewing a long list of leaders, alumni, and previous 

what we learn from a decade of applications, trans leadership, and resourcing trans justice!
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A New Normal

2020 reminded us repeatedly, there is no 

Over the course of 2021, how many times 
did you or someone else express wanting 

before we ever heard the word COVID, the 
rampant inequality, deeply-embedded 
systemic inequities, and widespread and 
often intersecting oppression so many of us 
face mean that going back isn’t a goal many 

so many things to be different than they are 

wondered what might be possible if we 

focused on the invitation to go forward with 
more clarity and purpose, even as we bear 

It is clear to me, learning from all the groups 
TJFP has the honor to support, that as a 

community, we are no longer accepting 
harmful and oppressive systems and outdat-
ed ways of being that never served us well to 

education, employment, housing, even 

-
sion will no longer be something that is “nor-

-

One of the many things that I’m thankful for 
as a trans person is that I come from a long 

Of all the 

left us, the one I’m holding closest right 
now is how they never backed down from 

ideas and concepts of what “normal” 
should be.  
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My deepest gratitude is to all of you who have 
-

Because of them, 

we are even more resolved in our collec-
tive refusal to never be anything less than 
exceptional.

The Breakthrough 

As I’m closing out 2021, thinking of all of you 

an ethereal song and lyrics that repeat like af-

And so this is my wish, my hope, my prayer 
and the reason I will get out of bed again 

of you, leaning fearlessly into this time of 

whispers and requests, turning them into a 
glorious energy force that protects us all as 

Let it all work out…

You have all of my love and gratitude,

Gabriel Foster
Executive Director

And so this is my wish, 
my hope, my prayer and the 
reason I will get out of bed 
again in the morning...
To begin anew with each of 
you, leaning fearlessly into 
this time of breakthrough
and discovery.
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Our Grantmaking Year in Review

1. What We Do and Why We Do It

The Trans Justice Funding Project (TJFP) is a community-led funding initiative founded 

grants annually by bringing together a panel of six trans justice activists from around the 

people organizing around their experiences with racism, economic injustice, transmisogyny, 

funding groups and projects that are led and run by trans Black, Brown, Indigenous and 

grassroots groups like these to 
respond to people’s immediate 
and long-term needs, to help 
create compassionate, resilient 

we believe in the power of 
community-led grantmaking 
to redistribute resources to 
these groups in a way that is 
accountable, effective, and 

For us, community-led means 
trusting and supporting trans 
leadership, and that is at the 

We keep our grant process 
simple and quick, so that 
groups can get back to their 

and experienced activist panel 

We love to learn from the leaders we support and to share their work far and wide, but we 
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The Trans Justice Funding Project is about 
investing in trans communities making 

staff is composed entirely of trans and 
non-binary BIPOC individuals, unique in 

to removing barriers and building access 
so that community members who are most 
affected by intersecting oppressions are 

Unlike other funders, TJFP’s staff does not 

new panel of six Community Grantmaking 
Fellows review and score hundreds of 
applications, gather for intensive discussion, 
and ultimately decide who should receive 

Community Grantmaking Fellows are trans 
and non-binary leaders themselves from 
around the country, hand-selected into 
an intergenerational, multiracial cohort, 
bringing movement expertise and deep 

After nine years of funding grassroots 
trans justice across the country, we’ve 
seen a tremendous increase in trans-led 

activists and organizers entering the world 
of philanthropy, as well as more foundations 
and individual donors who have committed 

this positive growth coincides with a year 
where more anti-trans bills were passed 

more community members than we have 
in other years on record, making 2021 the 

people, causing increased isolation and lack 
of support for trans immunocompromised 

and resources are threatened and access to 

After nine years of funding 
grassroots trans justice 
across the country, we’ve 
seen a tremendous increase 
in trans-led organizing.
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growth as we have seen in the past several 
years, we also know that it is not enough: our 
trans communities need more support and 

Our purpose is to move money to our 
grantees as quickly and painlessly as 

to support grassroots trans leaders by 
providing the funding they need to take care 
of each other and show up for one another 

justice groups are the visionary leaders we 

sustaining systems built over decades to 
take care of each other and keep each other 

We are constantly inspired and deeply 
grateful for the grassroots trans leaders for 
their dedication to revolutionary trans justice 

2. Our Ninth Year

Over the last nine years, we’ve worked 
with 54 trans and non-binary community 
grantmaking panelists and fellows, received 

through our community-led process, and 

This year we’ve also grown our staff to a 

support systems, including working with 
additional contractors like a grants manager, 
translators, and a data entry assistant to 
ensure that TJFP can continue supporting 
our community through grantmaking for 

All this has been possible because hundreds 
of donors have joined us and because our 
communities have supported us in so many 
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We’re so excited to share our ninth report 

Even More Applications!

This year we received 211 applications, with 
120 of those from groups who had never 

so much amazing work going on out there 
right now!

Our Fabulous Funding Panel 

We brought together another all-star panel 
of trans justice activists to make this year’s 
grant decisions: Candi Brings Plenty  (South 
Dakota), Dominique Morgan (Nebraska), 
Ola Osaze (Texas), (New York), 
Loan Tran (North Carolina), and Toi T. 
Washington

Cathy Kapua and Zakia McKensey came back 
together to beautifully facilitate another 

Grantmaking Coordinator Cristina Herrera 
came back for a third year to make sure all 
our fellows and staff had everything they 
needed to feel nourished and supported, 

through food, child and pet care, and 

our grantmaking meetings from the very 

a notetaker, along with Zoom conductors 
Luce Lincoln and V Chaudhry, who gracefully 

These folks were a dream team, bringing 
so much skill and heart to the process and 
expertly guiding the panelists through our 
weekend-long, in-person meeting at the 

tirelessly reviewing and discussing each 

About Our Grants and Grantees 

We made a total of 308 grants in 2021, 

We convene our brilliant grantmaking funding 
fellows in the spring to review and decide on 

similar to a renewal grant, in the same amount 

We made a total 
of 308 grants 
in 2021, giving 
away $1,277,500

—nearly
$1.3 million! 
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grantees that were approved by our 2021 
grantmaking fellows through our standard 

grants distributed in 2021!

a ReUp or through our standard grantmaking 

don’t apply again is that there just isn’t enough 
time for even a simple application, and that’s 
why the ReUp has been such an exciting shift 

Many in that last group had no budget at 
all, paying for everything out of their own 

make all this work happen across the country is 

lack of structural support and discrimination in 

this country, our people show us the strength 

Although we do not gather extensive 
demographic information, we do know that 

as being led by trans Black, Indigenous, and 

One of the main reasons we put together 
this report is that our applications contain an 
enormous amount of information about the 

hope that sharing this information can help 
connect, inform, and inspire local groups as 

Most trans justice groups understand that 
their communities survive at the intersection 

inspired by the ways these activists expand 
their experience and understanding into big 

visualize the way that organizing for trans 
justice can mean working on many intersecting 
issues at once, we created the infographics 

some of the intersecting issues our applicants 
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Who Gave? 

From June 1, 2020, to June 1, 2021, we raised 

We continued to build a broad base of 
support, with contributions from 8,380 
donors, many of whom have given to us every 

with many people sending in gifts of $10 and 

of course, but it’s those $5 donations that 

a way to send us $5, we get the message loud 
and clear: so many lives depend on the work 

groups more resources! 

Impact and justice comes in all sizes and 

how big or small!
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3. What’s Next?

Each year, we do our best 
to get the word out about 
our open applications and 
annual grant cycle and 
do what we can to raise 
as much money for those 

Along with all that goes into 
our annual grantmaking, 
we’ve been busy preparing 
for our 10-year anniver-
sary by uplifting the work 
of trans and non-binary 
leaders by producing some 
new tools and resources for 
our community!

Over the span of a decade 
TJFP has received over 

small towns to urban 
hubs and everywhere in 

applications are the narratives of local 
leaders, artists, revolutionaries, healers, 
policy nerds, cultural workers, educators and 

The applications hold unlimited historical 
accounts, strategies, challenges, visionary 
ideas, and possible blueprints towards 

year and into 2022, TJFP has been working 

and share what we’ve been bearing witness 
to for the past 10 years through our work as 

are fairly certain that no one else holds this 

organizing narratives, therefore, we see it as 
our responsibility to shine a light on the work 

We’ve also been working on a new website 
and a fresh new look for Trans Justice Funding 

2022, will include a more user-friendly map 
highlighting TJFP applicants and grantees, 
easy to locate funding resources, multimedia, 
and more! 

And as always, we want to share that our 
grantees and applicants, who are at the 
center of our work, need the support of 
long-term donors and volunteers, so we hope 
you’ll also consider reaching out to your local 

includes all nine years of TJFP’s applicants 
and grantees and is organized by state so 

fund even more trans justice work in 2022!



Regional Breakdown

82 88 138

17%

39%

13%

25%

6%

groups had 
501c3 status

groups had had
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Regional Breakdown

Non-Profit Status



ANTI-VIOLENCE &  
CRISIS INTERVENTION

16%

ARTS, CULTURE & MEDIA
23%

COMMUNNITY BUILDING & VISIBILITY
76%

CRIMMINALIZATION & POLICING
10%

DISABILITY JUSTICE
7%

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
30%

EDUUCATION & SAFE SCHOOLS
10%

ELDER ISSUES
1%

FAMILY & PARENTING SUPPORT
4%

GENDER JUSTICE &  
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE

42%

HEALTHCARE
25%

IMMIGRATION
6%

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
5%

INTERSEX RIGHTS
2%

LEGAL SERVICES
12%

RACIAL JUSTICE
39%

RELIGION & SPIRITUALITY
3%

RURAL ISSUES
7%

YOUTH ISSUES
18%
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Focus Areas
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The 2021 TJFP Team
2021 COMMUNITY GRANTMAKING FELLOWS

Candi Brings Plenty 
they/them, she/her

Wakinyan Tunwanpi Iyoyanpa Win

Dominique Morgan
she/her

Sex Ed for System Facing People
www.dominiquemorgan.com and 

resilience
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Loan Tran
they/them

The Solidarity 
Struggle: How People of Color Succeed and Fail at Showing up for Each Other in the Fight 
For Freedom Gendered Lives: Intersectional Perspectives

Ola Osaze
he/him

Apogee Qzine Black Looks Black 
Futures and Queer Africa II

Toi T. Washington
she/her
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Xoài Pham
she/her

FACILITATORS AND MEETING COORDINATORS

Nico Amador, Notetaker and Alumni Facilitator
he/him

Zakia (Jemaceye’) McKensey, Facilitator
she/her
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Cristina Herrera, Meeting Coordinator
she/her

Luce Lincoln, Meeting Zoom Conductor
he/him

V Varun Chaudhry, Grantmaking Meeting Zoom 
Conductor
he/him

Transforming Inclusion: An 
Organizational Guide
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STAFF

Gabriel Foster, Co-founder and Executive Director
he/him

Cathy Kapua, Deputy Director
she/her

Nicole Fernandes, Administrative Director
she/her

Marin Watts, Operations and Communications 
Director
he/him, they/them
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Demian Yoon, Database and Communications 
Coordinator 
he/him

Karen Pittelman, Co-founder
she/her

Privilege and Use It for Social Change Creating Change Through Family 
Philanthropy

ADDITIONAL TJFP TEAM AND SUPPORT

Wazi Maret, Contract Grants Manager
he/him, they/them

Tender Bois Club

www.wazimaret.com

Ninotska Love, Contract Translator
she/her
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Christina Edwards, Contract Data Entry Assistant
she/her

www.christinaedwards.co and on 
@christinaedwardsart
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Welcoming Nicole Fernandes
An introduction from our new Administrative Director

In 2020 I had the amazing opportunity to partici-
pate in TJFP’s grant making cycle as a Grantmaking 

-
rience to support trans-led grassroots groups 
during a pandemic that seemed to slow down the 

-
tions that detailed the incredible trans justice work 

For many years, community and programs like the 
ones I read about in the applications I reviewed 
have been instrumental in my own mental health 

trans-led groups, many trans folx would go 
through life without safety, resources, knowledge, 

Having worked in philanthropy for the past 
three years, I got to do a lot of learning and 
understanding about how distribution of money 

funding really opened my eyes to the possibilities 

should move money and support their grantees 

I am so grateful to join the TJFP family as Admin-
istrative Director, and I look forward to working 
with this brilliant team to move money quickly

trans people and an understanding that, as funders, we should be making grantee’s lives easier 

For many years, 
community and 
programs like the ones 
I read about in the 
applications I reviewed 
have been instrumental 
in my own mental 
health and overall 
well-being.
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Funding Criteria

Is Your Group Eligible for a TJFP Grant?

• Are you a grassroots, trans justice group run by and for trans people?

• Is your group’s total budget less than $250,000?

• Are you located in the United States; American Samoa; Guam; Northern Mariana Islands; 

• Are you centering the leadership of trans people organizing around their experiences 
with racism, economic injustice, transmisogyny, ableism, immigration, incarceration, 
and other intersecting oppressions?

• Are you meeting the needs of different local communities and using organizing and/or 
providing services to help bring people together?

• Do you see your work as part of a bigger picture of trans-led work that seeks dignity and 
justice for all people?

What we don’t fund…

• Individuals

• Groups with a budget of more than $250,000

• Groups that are not led by trans or gender non-conforming people

• Groups outside the United States; American Samoa; Guam; Northern Mariana Islands; 

• 
budget over $250,000 
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Funding a BIPOC Trans Justice 
Movement 

Each year, TJFP brings together 
a panel of trans justice activists 
and organizers to carefully and 
thoughtfully review each application 

our panels have prioritized funding 
Black, Indigenous, and people of 
color-led trans justice work with 
a special commitment to funding 
work led by Black trans women 

also pointed to the importance of 
supporting groups led by and for 
trans people with disabilities and 
groups that serve our treasured trans 

the need to support trans-led groups 
in rural communities where there is a 

This is why in 2021 we added two new questions to our grant application, to help us 

commitment to moving money to those who have the least access to it and to historically 

How would you best describe your group?
• Black-led
• Black woman- or femme-led
• Indigenous-led
• People of color-led

• Rural in a majority-white community
• Led by people with disabilities 
• None of the above 

Who would you say your group serves?
• Black trans/non-binary/gender 

non-conforming
• Black femmes
• Indigenous communities

• People of color

• People with disabilities 
• Elders 
• Rural communities
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TJFP is committed to having a transparent 
application process that makes things as 
simple as possible for everyone who applies, 
so we take adding even a few new questions 

-
ity requirements and any trans-led group 

-
roots groups who apply have been around 
for years, some are just forming, and some 
are projects that only plan on being around 

important to support them all! For many of 
these groups, there may be no other way to 

After nine years of funding grassroots 
trans-led groups and projects, we are just as 
inspired as ever by the vibrant trans justice 

going on around the country from what we 
read and are entrusted with from each appli-

increase in the number of BIPOC trans justice 

to our new questions, we have been able 

-

our grantees are led by Latinx, Asian, and 

grantees are led by Native and Indigenous 

projects funded by TJFP are led by people 
who identify themselves as trans and gender 

BIPOC leadership in the trans justice 
movement, in particular groups led by Black 
trans women and femmes, are still extremely 

huge gap in funding for disability justice, 
elder care, and Native and Indigenous 

other funders and wealthy individuals to 

move as much money as you can to these 

lives are most impacted by transphobia, 

Even when faced with all the injustice of this 
world, these visionaries keep on dreaming 
and building and guiding our way toward a 

Over the years, there’s been a 
visible increase in the number 
of BIPOC trans justice groups 
leading the way. And in 2021, 
thanks to our new questions, 
we have been able to identify 
that an astonishing 84% of 
TJFP grantees identify as 
BIPOC.
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Relearning How to be Intentional 
By Cathy Kapua and Mattee Jim

Two Indigenous trans leaders adapting the ways they engage in 
the ways of their Native ancestors.

This piece was lovingly crafted based on a 
conversation between trans leaders Cathy 
Kapua, Native Hawaiian, and Mattee 
Jim, Native Navajo. Both have dedicated 
their lives to advocating for and empow-
ering their communities. As former TJFP 
community grantmakers, they know what 
it looks like to move and provide valuable 
resources to rural and tribal communities 
doing trans justice work. 

We do not see very many Native-serving 
groups apply for funding from TJFP each 

that this means we also do not see many 
Native trans leaders rising up to represent 

trans-cestors were warriors and healers 
whose main role was always to care for 

new generation of Native trans leaders 
gone? How can we create more spaces 
and opportunities for new Native trans 
voices to rise up? How can we, as elders, 
pass the torch on to younger generations 

The absence of the next generation 
could be in part due to the nature of so 
many philanthropic spaces and how they 
need to adapt to welcome in everyone, 

Often in philanthropy spaces, foundations 

our people? Native trans leaders have had 
to be innovative and creative in order to 

Our hope is that funders 
trust in our brilliant and 
resilient Native trans 
leaders and support us as 
we have pivoted to save our 
culture, our traditions, and 
our people.
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hope is that funders trust in our brilliant and 
resilient Native trans leaders and support us 
as we have pivoted to save our culture, our 

Relearning our culture and traditions in 
modern society has brought new ideas and 
new ways to practice our customs and cere-

With the physical restrictions of the 
pandemic, we have again had to be creative 
with cultural practices in order to remain 

virtual ceremonies, Zoom cultural practices, 
webinar teachings of our traditions, and 

Although there remain sacred rituals that 
are still only to be done in person, our 
elders have guided our practitioners to 

cultural traditions and practices during this 
pandemic, as they have had to do so many 

In Hawai’i, for example, the pandemic 
slowed down behaviors, and the native 
dance of the Kanaka Maoli, the hula, shifted 

main form of safety, and our teacher (or 
kumu hula) encouraged us to get vaccinated 

Navajo lands, there are similar precautions 
that tribal members take to ensure safety 

also had open discussions about historical 
trauma around Western medicine and the 

In Hawai’i, many discussions about Western 
medicine and Native practices are balanced 
in an understanding that we must protect 

These examples of practicing our traditions 
in innovative ways, using technology and 
online learning and/or social distancing, 
are examples of the strength and resilience 

we have survived genocide, wars, and the 

become clearer: in short, we must honor 
our Native traditions while navigating 

we unlearn false history and relearn culture 
and traditions to help us rise and heal at the 

Honoring our elders and caring for our native 
communities during the pandemic has been 
another balance between our cultural values 

how we honor Mother Earth and Father Sky 
have been instilled in us, providing a greater 

Our roles become clearer: in short, we must honor our Native 
traditions while navigating modern-day society. This balance is 
how we unlearn false history and relearn culture and traditions 
to help us rise and heal at the same time.
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Native community members, and the need 
increased dramatically from the beginning 

has been providing direct services to native 
communities for over 20 years and has 
been regularly delivering food and hygiene 
supplies to clients as part of her work in and 

not afraid to travel for miles on the open road 
carrying many care packages, because the 

The pandemic may have slowed down the 
world, but the resilience of our people is 
seen through life-saving programs and safe 

As more Indigenous queer and trans 
leaders step forward, more space needs 
to be created for their bright voices and 

the ancestral and transcestral knowledge 
that has been passed down through the 

we slowly become elders ourselves in the 

our people, we offer our own wisdom:  

learning moment is when you realize you 

It is those learning moments that you will 
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Reading each grant application was the exact form 
of medicine I needed to really heal my heart, mind, 
and body. To move money to Trans and Non-binary 
communities has been the most liberating form of 

medicine I have ever experienced.

Reflections from the Table
2021 TJFP Grantmaking Fellows Share Their Experiences

Candi Brings Plenty
As a Queer Indigenous, Non-Binary Two Spirit, I feel that 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, where our communities are 
already a third world country within the United States, like 

-

walks hand-in-hand with us Trans and Non-binary folks due 

-

Trans Justice Funding Project isn’t just moving money to the most underrepresented commu-

When I got the opportunity to be a part of this year's TJFP fellowship, I felt the energy of 

darkness in communities and for Trans and Non-binary leaders who do the work even when 

just by the openly homophobic and transphobic legislators, but by our governor, who has 

about how damaging the session had been on my mental and physical health, and I took time 
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To all the groups applying, I say: this is 
your time to sing your heart song! TJFP 
hand-picks an audience who can hear 
and appreciate your heart song in ways 

This is your opportunity to talk about the 
obstacles and the ways your heart work IS 

applying, regardless if you received funding 

Ask for feedback in how to strengthen your 

future TJFP funding and to support you in 

in the hands of those most impacted and 
who are already doing the work is one of the 

witnessed philanthropic organizations take a 

actually felt the liberation with dignity and 

my hands and elevated the work of the Two 
Spirit Nation with no strings attached, I knew 
I could pursue projects that were most vital 
but out of the scope of a standard grant 

philanthropy really can be when the process 
restricts you from serving your community 

of grantees and empowering them to do 

all the founders who gave me this healing 

When TJFP placed funds 
in my hands and elevated 
the work of the Two Spirit 
Nation with no strings 
attached, I knew I could 
pursue projects that were 
most vital but out of
the scope of a standard 
grant allocation.
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Ola Osaze

 
For far too long philanthropy has been 
apathetic about the stark realities of BIPOC 
trans and non-binary people, ignoring 
the dearth of resources necessary for our 

against Black and brown trans women and 
the proliferation of policies that criminalize 
our community, attempt to strip us of our 
rights to self-determination and humanity, 
and deny us access to healthcare and 
employment, many social justice movements 
continue to overlook the interlocking layers 

this contributes to a situation in which we 

When I was invited to join the 2021 TJFP 

Not only was it an incredible opportunity to 
redistribute wealth towards trans and non-
binary communities left behind or excluded 
from many social justice movements, it was 
an important step in building the power 

sector, TJFP is a necessary intervention into a 
culture and practice that rarely prioritizes us 

migrant, participating in this space meant I 
could elevate the leadership, experiences 
and needs of other migrants like me who, 

because of anti-Black racism, xenophobia, 
homophobia, and transphobia, are rarely 

I am very proud of the groups we were 

critical trans justice work straddling multiple 

sex worker liberation to food justice to 

are organizations centering BIPOC trans 
leadership and innovating community-led 
interventions on the state and interpersonal 

I am honored to have engaged in this 
radical grant-making practice alongside a 

our mandate to heart and moved with the 
intention, care, and love that our trans and 

As a trans Nigerian 
migrant, participating in 
this space meant I could 
elevate the leadership, 
experiences and needs 
of other migrants like 
me who, because of anti-
Black racism, xenophobia, 
homophobia, and 
transphobia, are rarely 
considered, centered, or 
fought for.
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Toi Washington

I would like to take this time to thank Trans 
Justice Funding Project for allowing me 
to utilize my passion, love, and devotion 
to help build equity and equality for my 

that galvanizes my daily work, a daily 

ambition to help trans and non-binary 
folk create the opportunities, resources, 
and programs that are needed to build 
the safe spaces in which they can strive 

the country for a decade now, regardless of social status, demographic location, education 

As an activist and advocate, I believe that “I’m not 

that with the help of TJFP, I was able to achieve one 
of my life goals: I was able to be a part of helping 
over 300 organizations and groups take steps to 
making this world a safe and more inclusive place 
for myself and all of the other members of the trans 
and non-binary communities all over the country, 
including in the Deep South, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, rural communities, and Native American and 

-
tivation I’ve gained from being a fellow with TJFP 

Thank you to the Trans Justice Funding Project for 
bringing so many moral compasses into my life 
and introducing me to organizations and groups 
whose work, passion, resilience, and drive will 

Loan Tran

YES to Love and Solidarity
The Trans Justice Funding Project has held a special place in my heart since I learned about it 

Thank you to the Trans 
Justice Funding Project 
for bringing so many 
moral compasses into 
my life and introducing 
me to organizations
and groups whose 
work, passion, 
resilience, and drive 
will guide my work for 
the rest of my life.
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Over the course of a few weeks, each of us 

of the way, the TJFP team emphasized that 
the ethos of the process was to say YES as 

possible meant saying YES to work that was 
grassroots, imperfect yet genuine, respon-
sive, underappreciated, complex, or even 

All of these things deeply matter to me as 
someone who’s been organizing in the US 
South for over a decade; who has been shoul-
der-to-shoulder with queer and trans people 

love, and so much heart to some of the great 
struggles of our time: housing, healthcare, 

Yet, even with all of that, I have seen so 
often our people being sidelined or con-
sidered less than when it came to resources 
and money because we couldn’t “look the 

wasn’t as simple as being denied grants or 
resources; it was as harmful as not being able 

to organize to the degree which our own 

enough times to see how messages from 
institutional philanthropy and mainstream 

wrongdoings on our part; that there must 
be something missing about who we are or 

I am so grateful to have served as a fellow; 
not just for the money we were able to move 
but the space to be reminded that we are 

And no matter what, we can and must keep 

Xoai Pham
Being trans is 
a natural ex-

rooted in the 
natural world, 
where things 
are grand, 
beautiful, ev-

We are one of 
many species 

that hold complexity in our bodies and expe-

to move forward the cultural conversation that 
helps people see that we are an embodiment 

Throughout the process of grantmaking 
decisions with my wonderful cohort of peers, 
I noticed that more and more trans people are 

the questions about freedom that we ponder 

I know that trans people of color, especially 
Black and Indigenous trans people 
have been on the cutting edge of social 

liberation and Native sovereignty, I know all 
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Many trans people have the lived experience 
not just to aid in the well-being of humankind 

Philippines where Jennifer Laude, a Filipina 
trans sex worker, was killed by a US Marine 
in 2014 is also the place where the American 
military poisoned the land and water for 
decades, leading to congenital disabilities 

When we talk about trans liberation, it must be 

not just about the individual accomplishments 

This work is about the abundance that exists 

I grew up feeling like money 
was scarce; that resources 
were things I had to clamor 

part of the TFJP fellowship 
allowed me to experience 
what abundance could be 

able to feel what it means 
to have power in our hands: 
not autocratic power, but 
responsibility of leadership 
coupled with rigor and 

future where trans people don’t need to beg 
to survive, where our brilliance is celebrated 

this process which allowed me to witness 
the incredible organizing of trans people 

healing, housing, mutual aid, healthcare 

aren’t doing? 

I need those in philanthropy to decentralize 

making power over the resources that 

with rigor and accountability while doing 

Ultimately, when we fund trans-led projects, 
we are building true ecosystems of care and 

I hope that future Fellows generously commit 
to this process because it gives back just as 

it means to be engaged in collaborative 

When we talk about trans 
liberation, it must be 
rooted in the land, water, 
and sky... This work is 
about the abundance that 
exists in nature.
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When Our 
Shoulders Are 
Prepared To Hold 
Great Things:
A Conversation with
Dominique Morgan

know Dominique Morgan, I had heard her name 

and her work, I breathed a gentle sigh of as-
tonishment and relief at knowing there was a 
Black trans woman running a national prison 

In 2021, Dominique brought her life experienc-
es, deep thinking, listening, and leadership expertise to the TJFP Community Grantmaking 

poured their hearts and love into the process of reviewing trans justice-centered applications 

Below is an article crafted from an interview with Dominique where she shared her personal 

about her love for the community, Black people, Nebraska, and the opportunity we all have 

is a prison abolitionist organization dedicated to liberating LGBTQIA2S+ people and people 
living with HIV/AIDS who are affected by the prison system, through advocacy, support, and 

11 volunteer-led chapters and more than 20,000 current and formerly incarcerated members 
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I did not run
My mother passed away just when I got out 

oldest of four children, so I instantly became 

were about to be cut off, so I went to homeless 

to homeless services led me to a staff member 
named Anne, which would later have a huge 

program and my younger sister had graduated 

of reproductive health at the Charles Drew 
Health Clinic and in a position to hire people 

was like, yo, you mean to tell me if I get up 
every day and come do this job that I love, 
I'll be able to pay my bills and have health 
insurance? I got a car and I got a credit score, 
a bank account… I said, Baby, y'all going to 
have to peel me from this desk! 

I knew early on that I wanted to invest in Black 
 

 

liberation I would get from rooting myself 

educating and building with my community, 
how many aha's I got about my own body 

Because I was doing a good job at work, 
people kept encouraging me to apply for 
other jobs and opportunities, which is how I 
came to meet the founder of Black and Pink, 

2016 Creating Change conference in Chicago 
and drive through a snowstorm to get there, 

Before this, I had never heard the word 

a lot of white people were telling me about it 

as someone who's experienced sexual harm, 
someone who experienced sexual harm from 

However, once I was able to dig in, I was like, 
Oh no, this is the work of my people! 
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I met Zephyr Williams, who is a deputy 
director at Black and Pink National and 
an incredible advocate for abolishing the 

I love and believe in this person and not 
believe that this system needs to go away, 
even though I've been hurt by folks that the 

lawsuit against the state for the harm I had 

suit because I realized the system would not 

happened at the same time I realized that 

Jason and I stayed in touch after Creating 

that they were looking for a new executive 

messaging me, and so I was like, well, let me 

low at the time and the job required a move 
to Boston, so I was like, “I’m not ready for 

a leadership turnover, I was asked to step in 
as interim executive director since I was the 

had always been something I struggled 

spent a lot of my life 
running from what 
scared me, even when 
it was an opportunity 

leadership at Black 
and Pink was one of 

Through my involve-
ment with Black and 
Pink, I had gained 
knowledge about who 

Gaining knowledge 
like this can become 
a method, a pathway 
towards becoming 
the best version of 

Some people have 
access to systems of 
support in their lives 

and people to cheer them on to become 

-
ly stable, a double executive director? You 
can no longer tell me what’s not possible! 
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I don't believe I would have been able to 
transition if I wasn't the executive director at 

I didn't 
have to trade something I really loved to 
get something I really needed. We always 
are in a position of where we feel like, “Well, 
I really want this, but you got to trade that 

that I will never have so much happiness that 

When the Okra Project reached out last 
summer asking me to join them, I called a 

Why me? Why do I keep getting so much? 
My friend on the other side of the phone call, 
a pastor, said, “Because as much as your 
shoulders have been able to hold the hard 
things, your shoulders are now prepared 
to hold the great things.” 

I've been changed by all of my recent 

I recognize that not every day is going 
to be sunny and perfect, I also know that 
the days that aren’t sunny and perfect do 
not negate all the great days! Those non 

better at analyzing and doing inventory of 
what's really happening around me and I’ve 
become heartened by the idea of wanting to 

It has taught me to 
be excited for other people getting their 
things, and to not feel like that means I 
won't get mine. 

I’m going hard with this 
Being positioned to lead both Black and Pink 
and the Okra Project allows me to hold both 

and changemakers, it's rare to feel like we 
have so much in our hands that we can push 

By being in these positions, I no  

"Resilience: it’s dope, it’s awesome. But the thing that I’ve 
realized, as I’ve begun to delve into my resilience, is how I 
became resilient. As I’ve worked with young people and the 
most marginalized, I see that they’re always lauded for how 
they bounce back—or they’re further marginalized because they 
don’t bounce back the way we think they should. I started to 
wonder why we are not asking what it took this person to have 

working with, and the communities and the people that I serve—

realized that resilience is the by-product of trauma.” 

-Dominique Morgan, from her TEDx Talk
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 longer feel like I have to ask permission 
from my oppressors to create solutions 
for my people.
I would be lying if I said that the title of 

this world where anybody can really start a 

more powerful when you have a track record 

a Black trans woman leading two multi-mil-

And yeah, I could be working as a programs 

negate what I know about running an orga-

The tradeoff is that being an executive 

being in a Masters and undergrad program 

teaching, and someday I would love to be a 

a really great chance to learn more and do 

a leader, I don't want to be encumbered in a 
way where what I say isn’t mine and even how 

I’m choosing to say, “this is my investment 

in the community, at this 
level, and this is how 

It's not 

that white supremacy 
has created. 
This is where Dominique 
draws a line in the sand, 
by allowing myself to do 
things solely for Domi-
nique and Dominique's 

-
pen to be work that 
involves investing in 

have more of my life back and think about 

 I 
gave 10 years to mass incarceration. In 
my transition, I'm more excited to live 
than I ever have been. 

No matter where you come from, 
you can do something

was not ever something I thought was an 

system from such a young age, I was con-
sistently coached to reduce what I believed 
I deserved, so when I didn’t receive more, I 

out there for me, right? My examples of 
places like New York came from shows like 
Seinfeld or Friends

that to say: at one time, I thought Nebraska 
was all I was ever going to have access to, 

Just because the work starts somewhere 

from the Midwest feel like if we want a quality 
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And I'm like: I leave when I want to. 

I can be here in Omaha and I can be a 
catalyst for change because I have a national 

Pink National, I said, “I will not take the job if 

I'm a proud kid from Nebraska and I'm out 

It's frustrating when philanthropy, or people 
who come up with theories of change, use a 
pyramid approach when trying to eradicate 

and support to places with a larger popula-
tion or a lot going on, then investing where 
there are smaller populations and fewer 

strategic planning process happens and 

Why can't we approach it from both sides? 
Rikers Island prison in New York City holds 

prison system is more than 180 percent over 

you can close Rikers, you could close all the 

don't diminish 
the need for funding and the impact here 
because these numbers are smaller. 
No matter where you come from, you can do 

Reading over 200 applications 
People always talk about the people on the 
front lines who spread fairy dust, but no one 
talks about the ones who actually make the 

-
kling fairy dust and people see me as a fairy 

-
ship as a grantmaker was a chance to actually 

During my time as a fellow, I was on planes 
a lot while reviewing applications, working 
on another project in another state, and one 
time I was at home with the second season of 
Pose

Reading applications from so many different 

like, that's not my ministry and there were 
several groups doing that kind of work! Also, 
as a Black trans woman, there's this really 

new to the community, I don't know how far 

of Black trans folks who are masculine of 

whether perceived or real, sometimes it can 

a grant-making decision-maker, having to 
decenter myself and the needs of people 
who look exactly like me within our margin-
alized population, it really opened up my 

needs impact a Black trans woman, but I 
don't know how the same issue impacts a 

-
mate, but I thought a lot during the process 
that I’d really like to have more language and 

"The data, the numbers, 
people can dismiss them 
easily…It’s harder to look 
someone in their face and 
say it’s not real.”

-Dominique Morgan, from 
her 2021 interview with Intro



46 Trans Justice Funding Project Report 2021

we're talking about Black trans women, why 
are we not talking about Black trans men 
and trans masculine folks, and how the ap-
plications were mostly from femme folks? I 
also noticed the lack of representation from 

people, will take ourselves out of the running 
for something because we don't think it 

The way we did our grantmaking, we had a 

thing I loved that Cathy did was to make 
everyone feel important to the process, 

There was one day I was like, triple Zoomed 

I was getting ready to do a concert one day 
online and all this, but: I was made to feel 

What I've experienced as an oppressed 
person in other philanthropic spaces is that 

Then we get in spaces of whiteness and 
they've given a name to the stuff we’ve been 

I’m saying we are looking at a population 
that has never had their needs met. So even 
what feels radical to you is not going to be 
enough. That doesn't mean you pull back or 

it also means using a lens of grace for those 

that, yeah, you gave us a million dollars, but 
if we give every person $10,000 to start, it 

do this work to radically shift people's lived 
experiences, and we're a population who 

So that's 
going to be a heavier lift. 

Trusting and funding Black trans 
leadership
When y'all are funding us, recognize that 
when people come to work for us because 
they see safety in us, they treat us like they 
treat any other Black woman and see us as 

lot of Black trans women either have a small 

which means that their access and the 

that is equitable to our white counterparts is 
huge, for us to be able to trust a system like 

access to training to learn what we need to 

that opportunity at Black and Pink National 
to come after Jason Lydon, and then to be 
able to carry on Black trans leadership after 
Ianne Stewart at The Okra Project, is the 

Manifesting for you and for me
We can do that, we can make people feel 

a part of: how can I support people in man-
ifesting that feeling of I'm important, I'm 
essential, I matter
been able to manifest it for myself, which 
is something that at one time I didn't think I 
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TJFP’s Funding Model: 
A Non-Charitable Trust

Over the last nine years, we’ve found the perfect funding structure that will best serve our 

But we are hoping that a structure that was created to preserve wealth, when guided instead by 

Our funding evolution.

a tax deduction because Tides Foundation is a public charity, and then TJFP would recom-

a new funding project and we knew most donors would not feel comfortable giving money to 

in the road and learned that to stay true to our mission of supporting local, grassroots work, 

After lots of questions, conversations, research, and consultation with lawyers and 

We also kept the Collective Action Fund at Tides, so donors who need their contribution to be 

simple: they became our consultants in the business of trans justice! And our tax burden 

The good news was that Karen had unexpectedly inherited more money and could keep 



48 Trans Justice Funding Project Report 2021

And since the fall of 2015, we’ve been 

need to be able to make grants and do 
the work in a way that aligns with our 

One of TJFP’s core values is to keep things 
as simple as possible for our applicants 

Our application is short and we don’t 

trust allows us the freedom to give money 
to groups without forcing them to get a 

especially since both require all kinds 

our end, things are working out in this 

A non-charitable trust gives us the 
freedom to cut checks directly to our 

More about our funding model and institutional philanthropy.

to stay true to their mission? We believe groups should have the freedom to choose for 

We also felt that a closer look at the history of institutional philanthropy in the United States 

institutions, philanthropy here was designed to protect privilege and property and to 

We also felt that a closer 
look at the history of 
institutional philanthropy 
in the United States 
revealed plenty of reasons 
why we needed a unique 
funding structure. Like 
most American institutions, 
philanthropy here was 
designed to protect 
privilege and property and 
to shelter assets.



49Trans Justice Funding Project Report 2021

Will anyone donate if it isn’t tax deductible?

What about donors who need their contribution to be tax-deductible?

Donors who need their contribution to be tax-deductible can still give to TJFP via our Collective 
-

Although many of our donors chose to give through our non-charitable trust, some of our 

-

it’s our job as funders to take on these complicated logistics so that our grantees can keep 



50 Trans Justice Funding Project Report 2021

Alaska
United Territories 

Anchorage, AK

Alabama

Pike Road, AL 

The Knights & Orchids 
Society
Selma, AL

The TRANShue Project
Faunsdale, AL 

Birmingham, AL

American 

IMPACT
Pago Pago, American 
Samoa

Arkansas
Intransitive
Little Rock, AR

The Young 

Little Rock, AR

Arizona

Phoenix, AZ

Tucson, AZ

Phoenix, AZ

Tucson, AZ

Phoenix, AZ

Tucson, AZ

Trans Pride Foundation
Phoenix, AZ

Garden
Tucson, AZ

California
Adsit Media
San Leandro, CA

Santa Ana, CA

Resource Hub
West Covina, CA

Long Beach, CA

Deaf Queer Resource 
Center
San Francisco, CA 

San Pablo, CA

Richmond, CA

Gender Justice LA
Los Angeles, CA

Richmond, CA

Oakland, CA

San Diego, CA
Indigenous Pride LA
Los Angeles, CA

Compton, CA

House
Antelope, CA 

Middletown, CA

North Hills, CA 

San Diego, CA

Los Angeles, CA

Recognition Project
Richmond, CA

Project
Chico, CA

Orange County 

Anaheim, CA

Parivar Bay Area
Oakland, CA

PEACE Out Loud
Berkeley, CA

Proyecto Trans Latina
San Diego, CA

San Francisco Trans 
March
San Francisco, CA

San Francisco 

San Francisco, CA

Sun Valley, CA
The SisTrahood
La Mesa, CA

San Leandro, CA

Los Angeles, CA
Trans & Nonbinary 

Sacramento, CA
Trans Peer Mentor 

San Francisco, CA

Trans-E-Motion
Clovis, CA
TRANScend
Bolinas, CA
TRANScending in 
Nature

Berkeley, CA

Los Angeles, CA 

Glendale, CA

San Francisco, CA

Los Angeles, CA

Colorado
Authentic Creations 

Caguas, CO

Fridges
Lakewood, CO

Trans Haven
New Haven, CT

Florida

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Trans Liberation
Tallahassee, FL

Project
Orlando, FL

Tallahassee, FL

Trans Justice Funding Project Report 202150

Grantees
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Apopka, FL

 
Oakland Park, FL

Miami, FL

Oakland Park, FL

Gainesville, FL
The Passion Vine 
Project
Lake Worth, FL

Rooted Resistance
Tallahassee, FL

North Miami Beach, FL

Plantation, FL

Doral, FL
Transgender 

Jacksonville, FL

Miami, FL

Kissimmee, FL

Unity 

Unida
Miami Beach, FL

Gainesville, FL

Georgia

Acworth, GA 

Decatur, GA

FOR OUR SIBS
Decatur, GA

Education Foundation
Atlanta, GA

Marietta, GA

Foundation
Ellenwood, GA
IATBP
Atlanta, GA

Conley, GA
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Conley, GA

Atlanta, GA
Southern Fried Queer 
Pride
Atlanta, GA

Atlanta, GA

Atlanta, GA

Atlanta, GA

Newnan, GA

Hawaii

Honolulu, HI 
HEARTS Maui
Wailuku, HI
HI SIS
Honolulu, HI
Kuaana Project
Honolulu, HI

Kihei, HI

Hilo, HI

Meridian, ID

Illinois

Chicago, IL

Chicago, IL

Indiana

Indianapolis, IN

South Bend, IN

Kansas

Kansas City, KS

Louisville, KY

Louisiana 

Nueva Orleans, LA

New Orleans, LA

New Orleans, LA

New Orleans, LA

Queer Youth Theater
New Orleans, LA

NOLA
New Orleans, LA 

New Orleans, LA

Sanctuary
New Orleans, LA

New Orleans, LA
Transitions Louisiana
New Orleans, LA

Boston, MA

Brighton, MA
PRIDEEXTENDED 
Chicopee, MA
sense
Amherst, MA
Sonrisas
Cheshire, MA
The Stiyu Project
Jamaica Plain, MA

Amherst, MA

Fund of Massachusetts
Boston, MA

Baltimore, MD
CVO
Owings Mills, MD

Westminster, MD
Sistas of the “t”
Baltimore, MD

Baltimore, MD

Gaithersburg, MD

Chevy Chase, MD

Maine
Maine Transgender 

Portland, ME

Foundation
Grand Rapids, MI 

Oak Park, MI

Kalamazoo, MI

Manistee, MI
Nuii Waav Brotherhood
Detroit, MI

Alma, MI
 

Detroit, MI

Oak Park, MI

Project
Detroit, MI
Transcend the Binary
Ferndale, MI

Minneapolis, MN
Cuir Kitchen Brigade
Minneapolis, MN

Minneapolis, MN

Minneapolis, MN
Minnesota Trans 

St. Paul, MN
Minnesota Transgender 

Minneapolis, MN

Minneapolis, MN

Trans & Gender Diverse 
Voices
Minneapolis, MN

Minneapolis, MN
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TIGERRS
Minneapolis, MN

St. Paul, MN 

Missouri

Garden Project
St. Louis, MO

Columbia, MO

Gladstone, MO

Project
St. Louis, MO

St. Louis, MO

Kansas City, MO

Kansas City, MO

Mississippi

Corinth, MS

Evonne
Jackson, MS

Center
Great Falls, MT

Drummond, MT

Charlotte, NC

Henderson, NC

Greensboro, NC

Durham, NC

Jacksonville, NC

Boone, NC

Charlotte, NC

Charlotte, NC

Transitioning of the 

Charlotte, NC

Asheville, NC

Jamestown, ND

Nebraska

Kearney, NE

Newark, NJ

Newark, NJ

Jersey City, NJ

New Mexico
Bent Gardens
Santa Fe, NM

Trans Liberation 

Albuquerque, NM

Albuquerque, NM

Mariana Islands
T-Project
Saipan, Northern 
Mariana Islands

Nevada
Gender Justice Nevada
Las Vegas, NV

Las Vegas TransPride
Las Vegas, NV

New York

Boiceville, NY

Brooklyn, NY

Bronx, NY

Brooklyn, NY

Syracuse, NY

New York, NY

Project
Queens, NY

TRANSgrediendo
Jackson Heights, NY

New York, NY

TRANSgressions
Kenmore, NY

Brooklyn, NY

New York, NY

Project
Bronx, NY
In Honor of Our Roots
New York, NY

Xchange for Change
New York, NY

Newburgh, NY

Mirror Trans Beauty 
Brooklyn, NY

Center
Newburgh, NY

Brooklyn, NY

Bronx, NY

queer Haudenosaunee 

Ridgewood, NY

Brooklyn, NY

Ithaca, NY

Brooklyn, NY

Reuniting of African 

New York, NY

Rochester, NY

Fighting Eating 

Brooklyn, NY 

Saugerties, NY
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Bronx, NY

Recovery
Patchogue, NY

Columbus, OH

Akron, OH

Cleveland, OH

TransOhio
Burton, OH

Tulsa, OK

Oregon

Portland, OR

Portland, OR

Point of Pride
Eugene, OR

Eugene, OR

Portland, OR

Philadelphia, PA

Eastern PA Trans Equity 
Project

Hearts on a Wire
Philadelphia, PA

Sage Legacy Project
Philadelphia, PA

Trans Minors Rights
Lititz, PA

Philadelphia, PA

Philadelphia, PA

Puerto Rico
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Bayamon, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Hormigueros, Puerto Rico

Guayama, Puerto Rico

Sabana Grande, Puerto 
Rico

Carolina, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San German, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Fraternity
Lexington, SC

Greenville, SC

Myrtle Beach, SC

Lexington, SC

North Charleston, SC

Rapid City, SD

Tennessee

Dowelltown, TN

Liberty, TN

T4T Caregiving
Auburntown, TN

Project
Knoxville, TN

Texas

Lewisville, TX

Corpus Christi, TX

Houston, TX

Houston, TX

McAllen, TX

Interfaces
Austin, TX

The Mahogany Project
Houston, TX

Project
Spring, TX

Houston, TX

Houston, TX

Project Liferaft
Austin, TX

Dallas, TX

San Antonio Gender 

San Antonio, TX

Houston
Houston, TX 

Houston, TX

Trans Nation
Baytown, TX

Trans Pride Initiative
Dallas, TX

Transgender Education 

Austin, TX

Virginia

Troy, VA

Diversity in Recovery
North Garden, VA

Transgender Services
Hampton, VA

Newport News, VA

Dendron, VA 

Resource Center of 
Virginia
Front Royal, VA

Southeastern 
Transgender Resource 
Center
Norfolk, VA

Stand for Art 
Foundation
Alexandria, VA
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Transgender Assistance 

Virginia Beach, VA
Transgender Veterans 

Virginia
Richmond, VA

Gathering
Louisa, VA

Brattleboro, VT

Morgan, VT

Beyond Bars and
Binaries
Tacoma, WA

Shelton, WA

Rad Care
Seattle, WA

Productions
Seattle, WA

Spokane, WA

Seattle, WA

Project
Seattle, WA

ARCOIRIS
Washington, DC

Society
Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Starseed Earthroot
Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Washington, DC

Wisconsin

Outreach
Madison, WI
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Our 2021 Grantees

Alabama

AllowMe

The Knights & Orchids Society 

The TRANShue Project 

 
Visibly Trans*

Alaska

United Territories of 
 

American Samoa

IMPACT

Arizona

Equality Arizona

Fluxx Productions  

 
Peacework Medical

Southern Arizona Gender 
Alliance

The Outlaw Project

 
Thompson House

 Arizona Daily Star
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Trans Pride Foundation 

TRANSplants Desert Garden  

Arkansas

inTRANSitive

The Young Transwomen’s 
Project

California

Adsit Media

Alianza Translatinx 

American Trans Resource Hub 

Beyond Binary Legal

Deaf Queer Resource Center

Dem Bois, Inc.

Fireweed Collective

Gender Justice LA
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Health Justice Commons 

The Herbal Trans Health Book 
Team

House of Resilience 

Indigenous Pride LA

Invisible Men

 Lady J and Linda Kay's House 

 
Lafemmebear Music 

Los Angeles Spoonie Collective 

 
metaDEN

Mirror Memoirs

Non-binary and Intersex 
Recognition Project

Northstate Trans*/GNC Project 

Orange County Translatinas  
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Parivar Bay Area

PEACE Out Loud

Proyecto Trans Latina 

San Francisco Trans March 

San Francisco Transgender 
Film Festival

Somos Familia Valle

The SisTrahood

TAJA Coalition

TG/ENBY Project

Trans and Nonbinary Housing 
Collective
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Trans Peer Mentor Program 

Trans-E-Motion

 
TRANScend

TRANScending in Nature 

 

Transpeak  

Unique Women's Coalition 

Voluminous Arts: Halloquium  

Welcome 

Y.G.S.L.R.H. S.T.F.U.T.  

Colorado

Authentic Creations Artistic 
Apothecary

Denver Community Fridges 

Connecticut

Life in My Days

Florida 

Bridging The Gap  

Florida Coalition for Trans 
Liberation

Gender Advancement 
Project  
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The Halfway Point 

 
LIPS Tampa

 
Marsha’s Web 

 
The McKenzie Project 

Moving Forward Wellness 
Coaching 

No.Str8s 

The Passion Vine Project  

 
Rooted Resistance

 
Social Film Projects, LLC 

 

Trans Collaborative Network 

Trans Playhouse

Transgender Awareness Project   
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TransSOCIAL, Inc.

Triumphant 2Gether  

Unity Coalition|Coalición Unida 

 
Unspoken Treasure Society 

Georgia

Community EsTr(El-La)

 
Community EsTr(El-La) (Acworth) 
trabaja para abogar y defender 
los derechos humanos de la 
comunidad LGBQAI+, en particular 
los inmigrantes trans y de género no 
conforme en el estado de Georgia.

Community Roots

FOR OUR SIBS

The Frances Thompson Education 
Foundation

I Am Human Foundation 

International Association 
of Trans Bodybuilders and 
Powerlifters

 
Phoenix Transition Program 
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The Prizm Shyne Project 

Queer Cultures

 
Southern Fried Queer Pride 

TMBLM, Inc.

Trans Housing Atlanta Program 

Trans(forming)

TWOC Healing Project

Hawai'i

Anuenue Alliance

 
HEARTS Maui

HI SIS

Kuaana Project

Na Lei Pulama

 
The Trans Alaka'i Collective  
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Idaho
Black Liberation Collective, 
Idaho Chapter 

Illinois

Chicago Therapy Collective  

  
Youth Empowerment 
Performance Project (YEPP) 

Indiana 

GenderNexus

 
TREES, Inc. 

Kansas 

Our Spot KC

Kentucky 

Tiger's Eye Collective

Louisiana

Amor y Solidaridad

Black and Brown Biennale 

 
Imagine Water Works
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Jasmine Davis

LOUD: New Orleans Queer Youth 
Theater

Real Name Campaign NOLA

The S.O.L.I.D. Initiative 

T'DAS: Transgender Domestic 
Abuse Sanctuary 

TRANScending Women

Transitions Louisiana 

Maine

Maine Transgender Network

Maryland

Baltimore Safe Haven

CVO

Prism House

Maryland Trans Resilience 
Conference

Sistas of the "t"
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Trans Maryland 

 

 
Trans Women of Color 
Collective

Massachusetts

Black and Pink, Boston 
Chapter

 
Massachusetts Sex Worker 
Ally Network (MASWAN) 

PRIDEEXTENDED

sense

Sonrisas

The Stiyu Project

Trans Asylum Seekers Support 
Network 

Transgender Emergency Fund 
of Massachusetts 

Michigan

Grand Rapids Trans Foundation 

Grassroots Activism Direct 
Emergency Support (GAyDEeS) 

Hope for Trans Futures 
Training Programs

 
Native Justice Coalition 
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Nuui Waav Brotherhood

 
Queers Taking Initiative

TGNC Emotional Wellness 
Providers' Summit

Transgender Health and 
Vitality Fund

Trans Sistas of Color Project 

 
Transcend the Binary 

 

Minnesota
20% Theatre Company 

 
Cuir Kitchen Brigade 

 
 

For the Culture

 
Friends Like Me

Minnesota Trans Disabled Care 
Fund 
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Minnesota Transgender Health 
Coalition

Open Flame Theatre 

 
shOUT: Minnesota's Trans 
and Gender Diverse Voices 

SPIRAL Collective

TIGERRS

Transmission Ministry 
Collective 

Mississippi

Bois of the Sippi  

Love Me Unlimited 4 Life/4Ever 
Caring Evonne 

Missouri

Feed the People Garden 
Project

Gabriella Rosé Justice 
Support System

Northland Pride  
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St. Louis Anti-Violence Project 

 
St. Louis Queer+ Support 
Helpline (SQSH)

Trans artist collective 

 

 
Transformations Youth 
Organization

Montana

Great Falls LGBTQ+ Center 

Third Steep Farm 

Nebraska

Trans Collaborations

Nevada

Gender Justice Nevada

 
Las Vegas TransPride

New Jersey
Black Excellence Collective 

 
New Jersey Red Umbrella 
Alliance

 
Tertium Quid

 

New Mexico

Bent Gardens

 
Trans Liberation Coalition 

Transwoman Empowerment 
Initiative (TEI)

New York 
Awakening Trans Art Coalition 

 
bklyn boihood

Black Trans Blessings
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Black Trans Media

BlackCuse Pride

Bluestockings Cooperative 

Caribbean Equality Project

Colectivo Intercultural 
TRANSgrediendo

.

El Colectivo Intercultural 
TRANSgrediendo (Jackson 
Heights) mejora la calidad de vida 
de la comunidad transgénero y 
de género no conforme a través 
del empoderamiento y el acceso a 
servicios integrales de salud y 
salud mental.

Crystal LaBeija Organizing 
Fellowship

Dorian Corey Project/
Transgressions

Gender and Sexuality Therapy 
Center
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The G.H.O.S.T. Project 

 
The Heavenly Femme Network/
The HAF Project 

 
In Honor of Our Roots

 
LGBTQ+ Youth Xchange for 
Change

Lion's Tooth Project

Mirror Trans Beauty, LLC 

Newburgh LGBTQ+ Center 

  
Organización Latina Trans de 
New York 

La Organización Trans Latina de 
Nueva York (Brooklyn) apoya la 
seguridad y la salud de la comunidad 
trans Latinx brindando talleres sobre 
infecciones de transmisión sexual y 
divulgación.

Princess Janae Place, Inc.  

queer Haudenosaunee land 
project

Radical Joy and Mental Health 
x Emulsify

Radical Truth

Reboot(y)
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Reuniting of African 
Descendants (ROAD)

Rochester Black Pride

T-FFED (Trans Folx Fighting 
Eating Disorders) 

 
Trans Closet Hudson Valley 

 

What Will I Become  

 

Yoga for Top Surgery Recovery 

North Carolina

Assata Collective 

 
Fuerza Unión Múltiple (FUM) 

Greensboro Mutual Aid  

HYPHA Healing Garden & 
Apothecary

 
Onslow County LGBTQ 
Community Center 

Radical Kindred 
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There's Still Hope

Transgress: Digital Resistance 
Collective

 
Transitioning of the 
Carolinas 

 
Tranzmission

 

North Dakota

Evolve 

Northern Mariana 
Islands

T-Project

Ohio

Black Queer and Intersectional 
Collective 

 
Margie's Hope 

  

TRANSlate

 
TransOhio

Oklahoma

Transpire Oklahoma, Inc.

Oregon

Beyond These Walls
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BI2S ARTISTS 

Point of Pride

Trans*Ponder

Transpose PDX

Pennsylvania
Coalition for Black Trans 
Economic Liberation

Eastern PA Trans Equity Project 

Hearts on a Wire

Sage Legacy Project

Trans Minors Rights

transcribez 

Visible Truth 365 

Puerto Rico
Arianna's Center / Puerto Rico

Camp 4Respect 

Círcula Violeta 

Editorial Casa Cuna

Editorial Casa Cuna (Hormigueros) 
co-crea espacios seguros para la 
comunidad trans/no binaria/LGBTQI+ 
para la visibilidad colectiva, sanación 
y participación en la escena del arte 
independiente de Puerto Rico.
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Fundación Boreales

 
Fundación Periodismo Siglo 21 

Fundación Yamoca Opia

Kellan Artgraphy

Movimiento en respuesta 
de VIH 

Ominira Healing Village

Pólvora Colectiva Cuir

 
Trans Feria. San Juan

Feria Trans. San Juan (San Juan) es 
un evento seguro para la comunidad 
trans y no binaria para compartir 
historias y traumas del pasado para 
sensibilizar a otros educándolos sobre 
estos temas.

Trans Goofy Games PR

South Carolina

Alpha Omega Kappa 
Fraternity, Inc.

 
Pride Link 
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T-Time Transgender Support 

 
Transgender Awareness Alliance 

We Are Family

South Dakota
Two Spirit Nation

Tennessee

Idyll Dandy Arts 

 

The Meadow Collective

 
T4T Caregiving

Trans Empowerment Project 

 
 

 

Texas 

Cicada Collective

Coastal Bend Trans Alliance 

 

 
Cons.T.ruct
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Corazon Conuko

 
GenTex 

 
Interfaces

.
 
The Mahogany Project 

 
The Next Generation Project 

.

Organización Latina Trans 
in Texas

Papa Seahorses

.

Project Liferaft

Revolution Foundation

San Antonio Gender 
Association (SAGA)

Trans Legal Aid Clinic Houston 

Trans Nation

Trans Pride Initiative

Transgender Education 
Network of Texas (TENT) 
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Virginia

Charlottesville Trans Peer 
Group 

Diversity in Recovery 

Empowering Transgender 
Services

Garden of Peace, Inc.

 
Grimalkin Records

 

 

Power Safe Place Resource 
Center of Virginia

 

 
Southeastern Transgender 
Resource Center 

 
Stand for Art Foundation 

 
Transgender Assistance 
Program of Virginia (TAPVA) 

Transgender Veterans Support 
Group-Virginia

 
Twin Oaks Queer Gathering 

Vermont

Out in the Open

Tender Fruits Collective and 
Farm

Washington

Beyond Bars and Binaries 

 
Femme & Them
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Rad Care

SocialScope Productions 

Solace

The Black Trans Prayer Book 

Trans Prisoner Solidarity 
Project 

Washington, D.C

ARCOIRIS

ARCOIRIS trabaja en asesoramiento 
legal, búsqueda de atención, acceso 
a la educación y búsqueda de 
empleo para personas trans en DMV 
(Delaware, Maryland, Virginia).

DC Area Transmasculine 
Society 

 
Halal and Queer Collective (HAQ 
Collective)

 
Makers Lab

 
P0stB1Nary

 
Pawsitive Palz

 
Plantita Power

Starseed Earthroot 

They/Them Collective 

 
Trans People of Color Coalition 

Trans Terps DC

 
Transform Gender Collective 

Wisconsin 

Lovell-Lepak Queer Outreach 
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A Dedication to Dedications
Hello, dear reader! Nice to meet you—who are you?

We may not get to meet each and every one of our donors and supporters, but we learn a 

about what drives our people, and give us a glimpse into the hearts and minds of the people 

these dedications and share them to inspire you all! 

TJFP staff, former fellows, family
We started small, raising funds from our networks, so there are encouraging messages from 

in us way back when, before we could even have dreamed of distributing over $1 million to 
trans justice organizations for not just one but two years in a row! Even now, we get beautiful 

We couldn’t do this without our colleagues, friends, and co-geniuses in movement work!

Birthday wishes, weddings, celebrations, friends

folks have requested donations to TJFP in lieu of wedding gifts or birthday presents, to com-

Sometimes, the dedication is just a single name: a parent or a sibling or a child, a neighbor or 
-

porting trans people, the importance of our friends and loved ones, the belief that everyone 

Raffles, benefits, fandoms, the FUN in fundraiser

It has also been beautiful to see people turning expressions of frustration into support for 
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Harry Potter fan event tell us that fandom 

creator may let us down, what remains is the 

Current events and what we’re 
fighting against

heartless legislation, more vicious ignorance 
and hate, more attacks on our rights as human 

October 2018, for example, the Trump admin-

We saw a spike in attention and donations in 

Donors sometimes use the dedication space 
to name their anger and indignation, like 
dedications to “Mike Pence, Vice President 

humor in these dedications tells us about 

power behind our trans justice movement 

Elders and those we’ve lost

Others take the dedication space to focus 

Especially in June 2020, as many donors 
found us through increased awareness of 
anti-Black violence, donors listed names of 
Black trans people lost in the recent year: 
“Riah Milton and Dominique ‘Rem’Mie’ 

dedications like “the 25 (and others whose 
deaths and lives were misreported or erased) 

demonstrate how our community devotes 

We are situated in history, in a constellation 

toward the future guided by the light of 
those who’ve passed and in honor of lives 

For the community, unnamed

“The ladies in my neighborhood who have to 

“The trans community across the United 

many meanings behind a donation as there 
are donors; a unique story behind everyone 

-

or group, but instead are in honor of the 
community at large, hold a spirit of love for 
trans lives that brings us so much joy and 

be a way for people to participate in activism 
if they can’t join a rally, a way to support their 
community and loved ones, a way to channel 

Dear reader, thank you for your dedication to 
supporting trans leadership, to believing in 
trans love and trans power, to your continued 

so lucky to have such amazing supporters, 
and we are honored to get to know what 
fuels you to support us!
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Thank You to Our Donors!

Listed here are the names of most of the amazing donors who supported our ninth grant 

Individual Donors
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Moss
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Madison Pooser

 

Maria Moreno

Maria Paterson

Maria Torres
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Monica Pereira

 
   Peterson

M Pease

nani a
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Patricia Mance

 
 

Peter Maeder

Peterson Toscano

Preston Martin
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Tiffan Tran
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Zoe Ponterio

And a huge thank you to our monthly sustainers!
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Foundations/Grants

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’d also like to thank these giving pages on ActBlue!

Businesses, schools, and other groups

 
 

UniPro
 



transjusticefundingproject.org
facebook.com/TransJusticeFundingProject
twitter.com/TransJusticeFP
youtube.com/TransjusticefundingprojectOrg
instagram.com/transjusticefp


